
1.	 What is infectious cervicitis, and how 
does it manifest?

		 Infectious cervicitis is the inflammation 
of the cervix, also known as the neck 
of the uterus or womb. Women with 
infectious cervicitis generally do not 
experience any symptoms; however, 
some may present with bloody vaginal 
discharge, especially after sexual 
intercourse.

2.	 What causes infectious cervicitis?
		 Infectious cervicitis is caused by 

various microorganisms, including:

	3.	 Who can get infectious cervicitis, 
and how is it transmitted?

		 Any woman can develop infectious 
cervicitis. It is transmitted through 
sexual contact, meaning that if 
a partner is infected with one of 
the microorganisms that cause 
cervicitis (see Question 2), they will 
transmit it to the person with whom 
they have had sexual relations.

4.	 When should you seek medical 
attention?

		 You should consult a doctor if you 
have had contact with someone 
diagnosed with infectious urethritis 
(see Health Letter 113).
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Neisseria gonorrhoeae (gonococcus) 
(see Health Letter 38)
Chlamydia trachomatis (see Health 
Letter 80)
Trichomonas vaginalis (see Health 
Letter 58)
Mycoplasma genitalium (see Health 
Letter 85)
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	5.	 How is infectious cervicitis 
diagnosed?

		 Diagnosis is made through laboratory 
tests.

		 It is very important to follow these 
recommendations before undergoing 
testing.

			

6.	 How is infectious cervicitis treated?

		 Treatment consists of antibiotics 
prescribed by the treating physician 
and based on laboratory test results. 
Each microorganism (see Question 2) 
is treated differently.

		 Note:  Please do not take antibiotics 
unless prescribed by a doctor.
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7.	 How can infectious cervicitis be 
prevented?

		 The most effective prevention method 
is monogamy, meaning maintaining 
sexual relations with only one partner. 
If this is not the case, always use a 
condom.
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Do not be on your
menstrual period.

 
Do not take antibiotics

or have taken them in the
last eight days.

Do not use vaginal
creams, ointments, or 

suppositories before the test.
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